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 Inquiry Design Model (IDM) Blueprint™ 

Compelling 
Question 

How has structural racism shaped Kansas City neighborhoods? 

Standards and 
Practices 

Kansas Missouri 

1.1, 1.2, 2.2, 3.1, 3.4, 4.1, 4.3, 5.2, 5.3  6-8 American History: 1B 

Staging the 
Question 

Students discuss the definition of structural racism – ways that people have organized society around race 
and instituted policies that reproduced racial bias from the past into the present. Place an emphasis on the 
description of redlining from Mapping Inequality (source no. 1).  

Supporting  

Question 1  

Supporting  

Question 2  

Supporting  

Question 3  

How did redlining and restrictive covenants 
constrict life for Black Kansas Citians? 

What are the long-term impacts of 
disinvestment in neighborhoods? 

What steps are neighborhoods taking to 
improve their community? 

Formative  

Performance Task 

Formative  

Performance Task 

Formative  

Performance Task 

Write down two to four different 
reasons that the Home Owners’ Loan 
Corporation reviewers downgraded 

neighborhoods. 

Using the four different reasons you 
listed in the prior exercise, talk in small 

groups about the consequences of 
redlining. Work with a partner to write 

a three-sentence to explain what 
happened. 

Create a news report (flip grid, poster, 
Google Jam Board, etc.) highlighting 

the solutions that are being utilized to 
help neighborhoods recover from 

redlining. 

Featured Sources Featured Sources Featured Sources 

HOLC Neighborhood Maps   
and Descriptions 

Restrictive Covenants. 

School closure maps  
Dangerous / Condemned Buildings  

Food Deserts. 

New lending strategies  
efforts to end food deserts. 

Summative  

Performance Task  

Argument 
Construct an argument with evidence in response to the question, “How did structural 
racism (redlining) shape neighborhoods in Kansas City?” 

Extension 
In a visual organizer, identify the social, legal, and economic aspects of structural racism in 
Kansas City. 

Taking Informed 
Action 

Understand: Based on your new understanding of structural racism, explain the causes and impacts of 
structural racism in shaping how Kansas City’s neighborhoods 

Assess: What are the first steps to dismantling racist policies? 

Act: How should we teach people about structural racism? Who is at fault for structural racism’s creation? 
Create a presentation that outlines the steps people take to recognize and oppose structural racism? 

 

 

 



Structural Racism in Kansas City 
KCBlackHistory.org   2 

Primary Sources 
 
Home Owners’ Loan Corporation (HOLC) Maps and Descriptions 
The federal government's Home Owners' Loan Corporation created thousands of 
municipal maps between 1935 and 1940. HOLC staff members, using data and 
evaluations organized by local real estate professionals—lenders, developers, and real 
estate appraisers—in each city, assigned grades to residential neighborhoods that 
reflected their "mortgage security" that would then be visualized on color-coded maps. 
Neighborhoods receiving the highest grade of "A"—colored green on the maps—were 
deemed minimal risks for banks and other mortgage lenders when they were determining 
who should receive loans and which areas in the city were safe investments. Those 
receiving the lowest grade of "D," colored red, were considered "hazardous." 
 
HOLC agents in the other two hundred-plus cities graded through this program adopted a 
consistently white, elite standpoint or perspective. HOLC assumed and insisted that the 
residency of African Americans and immigrants, as well as working-class whites, 
compromised the values of homes and the security of mortgages. In this they followed 
the guidelines set forth by Frederick Babcock, the central figure in early twentieth-century 
real estate appraisal standards, in his Underwriting Manual: "The infiltration of 
inharmonious racial groups ... tend to lower the levels of land values and to lessen the 
desirability of residential areas." 
 
Descriptions of the "infiltration" of what were quite often described as "subversive," 
"undesirable," "inharmonious," or "lower grade" populations, for they are everywhere in 
the HOLC archive.  
 
These grades were a tool for redlining: making it difficult or impossible for people in 
certain areas to access mortgage financing and thus become homeowners. Redlining 
directed both public and private capital to native-born white families and away from 
African American and immigrant families. As homeownership was arguably the most 
significant means of intergenerational wealth building in the United States in the twentieth 
century, these redlining practices from eight decades ago had long-term effects in 
creating wealth inequalities that we still see today. 
  

Adapted from “Introduction,” Mapping Inequality: Redlining in New Deal America 
 https://dsl.richmond.edu/panorama/redlining/ 
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HOLC Map of Greater Kansas City 
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Description of 
Area A8, 
South Plaza / 
Ward Parkway 
Neighborhood 
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Close up of 
Description and 
Characteristics for 
section A8 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Structural Racism in Kansas City 
KCBlackHistory.org   6 

 
Description of 
Area D24, 
Northeast 
Kansas City 
Neighborhood 
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Close up of Description 
and Characteristics for 
section D24 
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Restrictive Covenants 
A covenant is a legally enforceable “contract” imposed in a deed upon the buyer of 
property. Owners who violate the terms of the covenant risk forfeiting the property. Most 
covenants “run with the land” and are legally enforceable on future buyers of the 
property. 
 
Racially restrictive covenants refer to contractual agreements that prohibit the purchase, 
lease, or occupation of a piece of property by a particular group of people, usually African 
Americans. Racially restrictive covenants were not only mutual agreements between 
property owners in a neighborhood not to sell to certain people, but were also 
agreements enforced through the cooperation of real estate boards and neighborhood 
associations. Racially restrictive covenants became common after 1926 after the U.S. 
Supreme Court decision, Corrigan v. Buckley, which validated their use. 
 
  From “1920s–1948: Racially Restrictive Covenants,” 

The Fair Housing Center of Greater Boston, www.bostonfairhousing.org/ 
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Restrictive Covenants from the deed to a home in the Greenway Fields neighborhood, 
near the intersection of Meyer Boulevard and Wornall Road in Kansas City, Missouri. 
 

 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Courtesy of Rockhurst High School Archives 
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Food Deserts in Kansas City 
 
Some neighborhoods in the United States, particularly those in low-income areas, have 
been dubbed “food deserts” because residents do not live near supermarkets or other 
food retailers that carry affordable and nutritious food. Low-income residents of these 
neighborhoods and those who lack transportation rely more on smaller neighborhood 
stores that may not carry healthy foods or may offer them only at higher prices. 
 
A lack of healthy options could lead to poor diets and to diet-related conditions such as 
obesity or diabetes. If low-income households in food deserts can only purchase food at 
higher prices, they may be more prone to food insecurity—not having enough food for 
active, healthy living. 
 

From “Access to Affordable, Nutritious Food Is Limited in ‘Food Deserts’” 
USDA.Gov 

 
Kansas City Food Desert Map 

 
Green areas show low-income areas without access to fresh, nutritious foods.   
 
From https://www.ers.usda.gov/data-products/food-access-research-atlas/go-to-the-atlas/ 
 

https://www.ers.usda.gov/data-products/food-access-research-atlas/go-to-the-atlas/


Structural Racism in Kansas City 
KCBlackHistory.org   11 

 
 
Closed Public Schools in Kansas City 
 

 
Visualized using data from KCPS Repurposing List,  
https://www.kcpublicschools.org/about/repurposing 
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Dangerous / Condemned Buildings in Kansas City 
 

 
Visualized using data from Dangerous and Condemned Buildings List, KCMO.Gov 
https://www.kcmo.gov/city-hall/departments/neighborhoods-housing-services/neighborhood-
preservation/dangerous-buildings-and-demolitions 
  

https://www.kcmo.gov/city-hall/departments/neighborhoods-housing-services/neighborhood-preservation/dangerous-buildings-and-demolitions
https://www.kcmo.gov/city-hall/departments/neighborhoods-housing-services/neighborhood-preservation/dangerous-buildings-and-demolitions
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Lending and Efforts at Financial Equality 
Kansas City Star, March 1, 2017 
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Kansas City Star, March 1, 2017 (Continued) 
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Ending Food Deserts 
Kansas City Star, July 30, 2013 
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Kansas City Star, July 30, 2013 (Continued) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


